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GOOD CATCH UPDATE: SELF CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS (SCBA)
INSPECTION BY A YOUNG THIRD OFFICER

Your Managers are pleased to present the latest instalment of the Club’s Good Catch
initiative:

e Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) Inspection by a Young Third Officer in
English, new and traditional Mandarin.

GOOD CATCH fom The American Club

This vessel avoided a potentially serious incident if the SCBA had been needed

Potential for use. Like all safety equipment, when there is an emergency, safety equipment
1
| . 5 is both expected and relied on to be fully functioning and in proper condition.
“c Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) Damages o e raining and firefighting practices depond on fiefighting

equipment being fully functional. Deficiencies in SCBA units could put the
mariner wearing those SCBA units at risk during a real incident. Furthermore, it may delay the crew’s
response to a fire if a faulty SCBA must be swapped for a fully charged and properly functioning
SCBA.

* * Inspection by a Young Third Officer

* Periodic inspections of emergency equipment should be taken seriously and
Prevention done diligently including checking the low-pressure alarm, gauges, and both
the

A young Third Officer on a general cargo vessel was tasked with conducting a
it ot tion of the equipme
Qescoption sel but had training on testing the

alarm, gauges, and v out the task

cylinder and bypass valves on SCBAs.

% Every report of an issue with any emergency equipment should be taken

The Third Officer took the assignment seriously and was thorough in h
equipment was in per the checki
low-pres:

p
N ve of the Third Officer's findings. He indic: rbeen a
problem with any of the SC hat the issues were probably due to a lack of experience of the Third
Officer to properly inspect SCBAS.

s later, the Chief Officer rotated
off the ship and the replacement Chief Officer
arived. The Third Officer appr

er v

hief Officer

BAs to be check
serviced at the next port

ere no actual injuries or damages because no incident occur
the use of the SCBAS prior to them being checked and service

Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA)
GOOD CATCH  |;.cction by a Young Third Officer February 2022

seriously and prompt action should be taken to verify and correct the issue.

* Every mariner was young and inexperienced at one time in their career. However, a mariner's age
and lack of experience should not be used as a reason to dismiss their observations, concerns, or
the results from their work.

* Inexperienced mariners should be given opportunities to gain experience and should be mentored
by senior mariners to make them better at their jobs through positive reinforcement of “safety
first” principles.

it’s a Good Catch.
it’s a Good Catch.

When you identify a hazard before something goes wrong...

When you stop an operation before something bad happens.

When you identify an issue with emergency equipment and
it gets corrected... that’s a Good Catch, too!

— The American Club would like to specially

THE
AMERICAN thank Independent Maritime Consulting, LLC
CLUB fortheircontribution to this document. TS

American Steamship Owners Mutual Protection & Indemnity Association, Inc.
Shipowners Claims Bureau, Inc, Manager Shipowners Claims Bureau (Hellas), Ic.
Piracus.

Houston SCB Management Consting Services, Ltd.
Hong Kong

Shipowners Claims Bureau (UK) Ltd
London SCB Management Consulting (China) Co, Ltd.
Shanghai

As a reminder, all Good Catch alerts and animations are posted at the Club’s website at:

https://www.american-club.com/page/good catch

Your Managers recommend that Members take note of this information and be guided
accordingly.

— ‘ American Club Member Alert — February 16, 2022
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