GOOD CATCH from The American Club
Doors Held Open

Description

It can be very dangerous to tie or “hold-open” fire doors, watertight doors, and
doors on the weather deck.

Fire doors are designed to stop the spread of fire and heat. They help isolate a fire
and are key components of the structural fire protection on each vessel. Mariners
have been injured and vessels have been damaged excessively because fire doors were tied open and
the fire spread beyond where it should have been contained.
Watertight doors are critical to ensuring the watertight integrity of vessels. They prevent the spread of
flooding and are essential for the vessel’s stability. They must remain closed and dogged at all times
unless specific permission is given for them to be kept open temporarily for a specified purpose and time
frame. They should never be tied open. Alarms for watertight doors should never be ignored or tampered
with. Vessels have been lost because flooding progressed through open watertight doors when that
boundary should have prevented further flooding.
Doors located on a weather deck, especially the main deck are also extremely important to the safety of
the vessel. As such, they should never be latched or tied open when underway. Vessels have been lost
from downflooding through open doors on the main deck. Also, mariners approaching the doorway from
inside the superstructure have been seriously injured when unexpectedly swept off their feet by large
volumes of sea water coming through an open door on the main deck.
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Potential
Damages

• No injury is worth the minimal amount of time and effort saved because a fire
door or watertight door or door on the weather deck was tied or held open.
• Fire damage can quickly add up to many hundreds of thousands of dollars if
the fire spreads from where it originated to other parts of the vessel.

• Flooding damage can quickly put the entire vessel at risk if allowed to progress to other parts of
the vessel.

Prevention

★ Keep fire doors, watertight doors and doors on the weather decks closed at
all times unless specifically authorized to be open.
★ Remove all ropes, attachments and other unauthorized hold-open devices on
fire doors, watertight doors and doors on the weather decks.

★ As a general rule, if the “hold-open” device is a piece of rope, it is not authorized and should be
removed. If unsure whether a hold-open device that looks like it might be a permanent device is
authorized or is an unauthorized alteration made by the crew, ask the Captain or Chief Engineer.
If unsure whether a “hold-open” device is authorized or not, ask the Captain or Chief Engineer.
They can review the fire protection and stability documents as well as require a risk assessment.
★ Remind yourself and your shipmates that temporary convenience should not jeopardize your
safety.

When you identify a hazard before something goes wrong...

it’s a Good Catch.

When you stop an operation before something bad happens...

it’s a Good Catch.

When you identify and remove an unauthorized “hold-open”
on a fire door, watertight door or door on the weather deck...

that’s a Good Catch, too!

The American Club would like to specially
thank Independent Maritime Consulting, LLC
for their contribution to this document.
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