GOOD CATCH from The American Club

Make A Good Impression
PORT STATE CONTROL INSPECTION

A general cargo vessel was detained following

o o a port state control (PSC) boarding. Numerous

Desc"ptlon engine room deficiencies were identified related

to fire prevention. Comments made by the PSC

inspector indicated that his first impression when

he entered the engine room was not good. That caused him to look more

critically at issues and to spend more time inspecting the engine room and
systems.

The deficiencies identified included:

« Excessive oil leaks in the engine room
« Missing insulation and insulation that was oil-soaked

« An electrical control panel that looked like internal components were
excessively hot or had recently overheated

« Leaks from saltwater piping that was dripping onto electrical
components

« Two extension cords were running through an open fire door and may
interfere with the proper operation of the fire door in an emergency

« Oily rags that were improperly stored in plastic containers throughout
the engine room

« Flammable liquids that were not stored properly

Because of the number and nature of the deficiencies, the PSCinspector also felt
there were non-compliance issues on the vessel. He required all deficiencies to
be corrected. He also required the classification society to be informed and an
external safety management system (SMS) audit of the vessel to be conducted
before departing the port. Fortunately, cargo operations were not delayed or
restricted.

The crew was able to correct all of the deficiencies with some vendor assistance, N
but the vessel was detained for a total of seven days before the deficiencies 4
were cleared and the SMS audit was conducted. The vessel was then allowed
to depart.
The vessel was placed off-hire while it was detained and it had to move to a lay berth.
Actual There were berthing costs, additional pilot costs, and unplanned tug costs. There was also
D a fee for the external SMS audit and expenses for the auditor’s representative to travel to
amage attend the vessel. The total expenses exceeded $23,000.
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Potential Had a fire occurred because of any of the deficiencies, the claim for damages would have far
exceeded the costs associated with the port state control detention.
Damages

How could this have been prevented?

Cleaning in the engine room should be approached as a regular maintenance activity. A messy and dirty engine room
often includes fire hazards. In addition, there are also likely safety hazards for the crew members.

Burned-out light bulbs should be replaced quickly, and light fixtures in the engine room should be cleaned
regularly.

Establish expectations and a culture where problems are quickly addressed and properly fixed.
Do not tolerate leaks. Fix them correctly and quickly.

Flammable liquids should be stored in approved cabinets or the paint locker except when in use.
Oily rags should only be stored in approved steel containers with lids to minimize the fire hazard.

Temporary solutions to problems such as the use of extension cords and the use of catch basins for leaks should
be very temporary.

When you identify a hazard before something goes wrong... it’s a Good Catch.
When you stop an operation before something bad happens... it’s a Good Catch.
When fire hazards and safety hazards are reduced because
the engine room is kept clean and well-lit... that’s a Good Catch, too!
T HE The American Club would like to specially
AMERICAN thank Independent Maritime Consulting, LLC
CLUB for their contribution to this document.
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American Steamship Owners Mutual Protection & Indemnity Association, Inc.
American Steamship Owners Marine Insurance Company (Europe), Ltd

Shipowners Claims Bureau, Inc., Manager Shipowners Claims Bureau (Hellas), Inc.

New York Piraeus

tel +1 212 847 4500 fax  +1212 847 4599 tel +30 210 429 4990 fax  +30 210 429 4187
email  info@american-club.com web  www.american-club.com email  claims@scb-hellas.com

Houston SCB Management Consulting Services, Ltd.

tel +1346 223 9900 Hong Kong

email  claims@american-club.com tel +852 3905 2150

Shipowners Claims Bureau (UK) Ltd. email hkinfo@scbmes.com

London SCB Management Consulting (China) Co., Ltd.

tel +44 20 7709 1390 Shanghai

emall clalms@sch-ukcomn tel  +86 213366 5000 fox  +86 213366 6100

email  claims@scbmcs.com
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