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GOOD CATCH UPDATE: BANK SUCTION GETS UGLY - BANK SUCTION DAMAGE

River transits may seem routine, but hydrodynamic forces like bank suction or “bank effect”
can quickly push a vessel off track. Brief and incomplete transit planning may increase the
risk of accidents and expose the vessel to costly claims and liability. Make a Good Catch by
discussing bank effect and identifying high-risk areas during the Master—pilot exchange.

In this context, the Managers are pleased to present the latest instalment of the Club’s Good
Catch initiative:

e Bank Suction Gets Ugly - Bank Suction Damage available in English, new and
traditional Mandarin.

a GOOD CATCH from The American Club How could this have been prevented?

| 5 * The Master-pil i i it
N -pilot exchange should have included a discussion of the transit plan for the
<« BANK SUCTION GETS UGLY vessel and identified concerns about hydrodynamics along the river including bank suction
ffect, The Master and pilot should have agreed on a plan to avoid those
« BANK SUCTION DAMAGE effects wh losely monitoring the vessel's movement in areas where those effects

might be expected.

* The voyage plan should have laid out the vessel's course and position for the entire river
transit and should h ccount al areas where bank suction or bank cushion
effect could be ex

* Good Bridge Resout

lanned, which increased the risk of bank suction. Good BRM would have more quickly
identified the vessel’s failure to respond to the port rudder command as expected.

When you identify a hazard before something goes wrong, it's a Good Catch.
When you stop an operation before something bad happens. it's a Good Catch.

When take into account and monitor for bank suction and
bank cushion effect during river transits. that’s a Good Catch, too!

Actual When the vessel struck the pier, the bulbous bow penetrated beneath the
pier, damaging several support pilings. The damage to the bulbous bow.
Damage and forepeak tank on the vessel cost $125,000 to repair. The third-party.
claim for damage to the pier structure, pier face, fender system, and bollard

exceeded $245,000.
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just 3 hours earlier, an oil product tanker had been moored there. Had it stll been there, RSN
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As a reminder, all Good Catch alerts and animations are posted at the Club’s website at:

https://www.american-club.com/page/good catch

It is recommended that Members take note of this information and be guided accordingly.
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