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GOOD CATCH UPDATE:
(ACCOMMODATION LADDER)

MARINERS FORCED TO WALK THE PLANK

An expedient but unsafe solution to embarkation arrangement difficulties may put lives at risk.
Ensure that your safety management system (SMS) allows for any crewmember to call a stop to
work due to safety concerns. Make a Good Catch and raise the issue when you see serious safety
concerns.

In this context, your Managers are pleased to present the latest instalment of the Club’s Good
Catch initiative:

e Mariners Forced to Walk the Plank (Accommodation Ladder) available in English, new
and traditional Mandarin

a GOOD CATCH from The American Club
‘%e ﬁ Mariners Forced to Walk the Plank

Afall from the wooden plank could very likely have resulted in a
serious injury or fatality. A person could have fallen, hit their head on
the plank or any of several concrete and steel parts of the dock, or
been crushed between the hull and the dock. The strong river current
in that area and the lack of a ladder fixed to the dock increased the
tisk of drowning. Additionally, the water was 43° F (6° C), so anyone falling into the water was at risk
for hypothermia

Potential Damages

(Accommodation Ladder)

In a throwback to the “Golden Age of Piracy,” modern mariners

Description

. * What alternatives could have been used instead of a wooden plank to span
Prevention the gap between the dock and the bottom of the accommodation ladder?
What really happened wat * What do you do when faced with an expedient but unsafe solution to a

argo vessel arrived at its terminz problem?

* Does your vessel allow for any crewmember to call a stop to the work due to safety concerns?

it's a Good Catch.

When you identify a hazard before something goes wrong..

When you stop an operation before something bad happens. it's a Good Catch.
When you recognize a serious safety concern with the
embarkation arrangement and raise that concern

S0 it can be corrected.

that’s a Good Catch, too!
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No one was actually injured, and no one fell into the water, but this was
Actual Damage 2" accident wating to happen. The quick decision to prohibit the use
of the wooden plank was a large factor in no one getting injured.
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The vessel was detained for 3 days until an International Safety

Management (ISM) Code auditor traveled to the vessel, completed the SMS audit, and issued the

audit report. Shiponners Claims Bureau (UK Lid
London

SCB Management Consuiting (China) Co. Lt
Shanghai
Mariners Forced to Walk the Plank

(Accommodation Ladder)

GOOD CATCH March 2023

As a reminder, all Good Catch alerts and animations are posted at the Club’s website at:

https://www.american-club.com/page/good catch

Your Managers recommend that Members take note of this information and be guided
accordingly.
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