CLUB

MEMBER ALERT 7

Shipowners Claims Bureau, Inc., Manager

One Battery Park Plaza 315t Fl., New York, NY 10004 USA
Tel: +1 212 847 4500

Fax: +1 212 847 4599

https://www.american-club.com

MAY 27, 2026

GOOD CATCH UPDATE: THE VHF RADIO DID WHAT?! - VERY HIGH FREQUENCY
(VHF) AUTO SWITCH

VHF radio sets are equipped with Digital Selective Calling (DSC) for emergency use. When
a DSC distress call is activated, all receiving VHF radios automatically switch to Channel 16,
which may interfere with ongoing communications on the wheelhouse radio, potentially
jeopardizing crew safety, and leading to operational disruptions and costly claims. Make a
Good Catch by implementing a policy related to the “auto switching” feature on VHF radios
across the fleet.

In this context, the Club is pleased to present the latest instalment of its Good Catch initiative:

e The VHF Radio Did What - Very High Frequency (VHF) Auto Switch available in
English.

GOOD CATCH from The American ciub
Actual in' inki isi
THE VHF RADIO DID WHAT?! Dam: = S s R
*» VERY HIGH FREQUENCY (VHF) AuTo SwiTCH

Description A near miss incident uncovered an important safety concern.
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Lessons Learned:
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% VHF radio sets are equipped with Digital Selective Calling (DSC) for use in emergencies. When you identify a hazard before something goes wrong. it's a Good Catch.
When a DSC distress call s activated and goes out, the VHF radio that broadcasts the =
distress call and all the VHF radios that receive the distress call automatically switch to When you stop an operation before something bad happens. it’s a Good Catch.

channel 16. This is, by design, consistent with international standards for marine VHF

radios. When you implement a policy related to turning off the channel
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In this near miss incident, the distress call for the vessel on fire caused the radio in the e ahlsActng' iiclon 60 VHR atlosatriec e feet;  that's aGood Catch; ool
wheelhouse to automatically switch to channel 16 from the working channel it had been
seton. The Captain did not realize that the radio had automatically switched channels. The
handheld radios were not equipped with DSC, 50 they remained on the working channel.
Thus, the Captain's radio callto the deckhands was actually made on channel 16 instead
of the intended working channel and, therefore, was not received by the deckhands.
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VHF radios are required to have a visual indication of automatic switching to channel 16,
but f the radio is not readily visible, or the Captain is unaware of the need to look for that
visual indication, it could easily be missed.
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‘This “auto switching” feature can be turned off. It is recommended that one of the VHF

radios in the wheelhouse has the “auto switching” feature turned off. When that feature Pt
is tumed off, distress calls willstill be received, but the radio will not automatically switch
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Companies should establish a policy for their vessels regarding disabling the “auto "
switching” feature. They can review guidance from the radio manufacturer regarding the Stipowners Clains Buresu (U L
Steps to disable “auto switching” London COMaremen g OB Co. s

The VHF Radio Did What?!
GOOD CATCH 0 ceeuency (VHA) Auto Switch May 2026

As a reminder, all Good Catch alerts and animations are posted on the Club’s website at:

https://www.american-club.com/page/good catch

It is recommended that Members take note of this information and be guided accordingly.

—_ ‘ American Club Member Alert — May 27, 2026


https://www.american-club.com/
https://www.american-club.com/files/files/API_Good_Catch_The_VHF_Radio_Did_What_EN.pdf
https://www.american-club.com/page/good_catch

