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MAY 27, 2026 

GOOD CATCH UPDATE: THE VHF RADIO DID WHAT?! - VERY HIGH FREQUENCY 
(VHF) AUTO SWITCH 

VHF radio sets are equipped with Digital Selective Calling (DSC) for emergency use. When 
a DSC distress call is activated, all receiving VHF radios automatically switch to Channel 16, 
which may interfere with ongoing communications on the wheelhouse radio, potentially 
jeopardizing crew safety, and leading to operational disruptions and costly claims. Make a 
Good Catch by implementing a policy related to the “auto switching” feature on VHF radios 
across the fleet. 

In this context, the Club is pleased to present the latest instalment of its Good Catch initiative: 

• The VHF Radio Did What - Very High Frequency (VHF) Auto Switch available in 
English. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a reminder, all Good Catch alerts and animations are posted on the Club’s website at: 

https://www.american-club.com/page/good_catch 
It is recommended that Members take note of this information and be guided accordingly.  

https://www.american-club.com/
https://www.american-club.com/files/files/API_Good_Catch_The_VHF_Radio_Did_What_EN.pdf
https://www.american-club.com/page/good_catch

