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GOOD CATCH UPDATE: SL/PPING INTO A NEW CAREER - INLAND TOWING FALLS
OVERBOARD

Not all hazards are obvious at first glance. Conditions such as limited lighting and
compromised footing can increase risk and make hazards more difficult to recognize. A few
moments spent evaluating the work environment can help prevent injuries, falls overboard,
and incidents that can have a lasting impact on a seafarer's future. Make a Good Catch by
recognizing risks before work begins and taking action to keep crew safe.

In this context, the Managers are pleased to present the latest instalment of the Club’s Good
Catch initiative:

Slipping into a New Career - Inland Towing Falls Overboard

Slipping into a New Career & | and continue working. The medical evaluation and treatment cost
ctua approximately $3.700 plus almost $1,000 for the lost ratchet.
INLAND TOWING FALLS OVERBOARD Damage

GOOD CATCH fom The American Club
The deckhand was taken to a local hospital and evaluated. He was
\%g ‘ bruised in several places but was able to return to the towing vessel

More significantly, the fall overboard impacted the deckhand so much

industry altoge

ile the crew was building a tow of 20 barges,
i il
Incident o ; : This at
Potential thatthe other crew members were alert a ed him fall, allowi
h

them to respond quickly. He was also fort the current did
Damage i
aw

it
What went wrong? When you identiy a hazard before something goes wrong. it's a Good Catch.
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- ol WO b. He was working at night, and lighting was limited. The existing lighting cast dark

% ‘fV/AN WA shadows, especially around the coaming of the hopper barges.
. The barge decks had not been checked and swept clear of loose sand, thereby leaving

a slipping hazard unmitigated.

* The specific risks and hazards on that specific day and time had not been identified,
discussed, or mitigated by the mate and deckhands before the work began, Those hazards
identified should have included:

a. The loose sand on the decks of the barges;
b. The limited lighting, and;

. The time of day and any fatigue concerns. Houson 5B Management ConsutngServes, L
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* Data from a recent survey by the American Waterways Operators indicates that falls o e ol :
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and fall hazards.

As a reminder, all Good Catch alerts and animations are posted at the Club’s website at:

https://www.american-club.com/page/qgood catch

It is recommended that Members take note of this information and be guided accordingly.
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